
 

 

Equal Employment Opportunity 

Commission (EEOC). You don’t have 
to delay filing until your employer’s 

investigation is complete. 

Sexual assault (unwanted sexual 

touching), including rape, is a criminal 

offense. If  you believe you were 

assaulted at work, consider filing a 

police report. 

__________________________________ 

 But I’m afraid my employer 

will retaliate. 

You have the legal right to file a 

complaint to stop sexual harassment. 
You also have the right to talk to an 

investigator as a witness in a 

harassment investigation. It’s illegal for 

your employer to retaliate, or punish 

you for doing either of  these things. If  

you believe your employer retaliated 

against you, contact your local DFEH 

or EEOC office. 

You can also take steps to protect 

yourself  against retaliation: 

• Take notes about the harassment 

and everything related to it. If  you 

speak to your employer, write down 

when you met, who was there, and 

what was said.  

• Get help. Contact a community 

organization to learn your rights. 
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Sexual  

Harassment 

at Work  

Is Illegal  

Every California worker has the     

right to work without being sexually 

harassed or assaulted. 

________________________________ 

 What is sexual harassment? 

Sexual harassment, a type of  sex 

discrimination in employment, is 

unwelcome conduct – that is, speech or 

actions – related to sex.  

Who is involved? Anyone – a worker, 

supervisor, or member of  the public – 
can be a harasser, and anyone can be a 

victim. The harasser and the victim 

may be of  different sexes or the same 

sex. 

When and where does it happen? 
Sexual harassment can happen 

anytime and anyplace workers are 

present. 

How can conduct be related to 
sex? Conduct can be related to sex 

when it 
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• is sexual. 

• targets someone because of  their 

sexual orientation. 

• targets someone because of  their 

gender expression (dressing or acting 

like a man or a woman). 

• represents women as inferior to men. 

• is related to pregnancy. 

• targets a woman or women in a 

traditionally male job. 

What types of conduct are 
illegal? Two types of  unwelcome or 

unwanted conduct related to sex can be 

sexual harassment: 

(1) Quid pro quo (“this for that”) 

harassment is using or trying to 

use a reward or punishment to get 

sexual favors. Some examples: 

• Offering a job benefit: Your 

supervisor tells you he’ll give you 

a promotion if  you have sex with 

him.  

• Threatening punishment: Your 

supervisor tells you she’ll fire you 

if  you don’t go to dinner with her.  

• Punishing: You refuse to date 

your supervisor, so he cuts your 

pay by cutting your overtime 

hours. 

 

 

(2) Hostile work environment 

harassment is conduct that 

interferes with a worker’s job 

performance or creates an  

intimidating, hostile, or offensive 

work environment. It can affect the 

target of  the conduct and others 

who observe it. 

Types of  conduct that can create a 

hostile work environment: 

• Physical conduct such as 

touching someone, blocking their 

movement, or sexual assault, 

including rape 

• Verbal conduct such as talking or 

joking about sex, commenting 

on someone’s appearance, 

sending sexual text messages, 

starting rumors, or using insults 

or slurs 

• Visual conduct such as leering, 

making sexual gestures, 

displaying sexual objects, or 

posting sexual or insulting 

pictures 

To be illegal, this conduct has to be 

severe OR pervasive (frequent). A 

single act may be severe enough to 

be illegal. 
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 What can I do about it? 

File a complaint with your 
employer. You can tell your 

supervisor, another supervisor, Human 

Resources, or an Equal Employment 

Opportunity officer about the 

harassment orally or in writing.  

The law requires employers to take 

reasonable steps to prevent and 

promptly correct harassment. An 

important step is investigating each 

complaint to find out the facts before 

deciding what to do. 

Your employer’s investigator may  

• interview you, 

• ask the accused person about events 

in the complaint, 

• ask witnesses about the events, and 

• gather and review documents. 

Your employer may not tell you the 

outcome of  the investigation or even 

when it’s over, but you can ask about 

its status. 

File a complaint with a govern-
ment agency. Regardless of 

whether you file a complaint with 

your employer, within three years of 

the harassment you can file one with 

the California Department of Fair 

Employment and Housing (DFEH) 

or, within 300 days, with the federal 
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